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CoMMUNICATIONS. 
WHOOPING COUGH COMPLICATED 
WITH BRONCHITIS, COLLAPSE OF 
LUNGS AND CONVULSIONS SIMUL- 
TANEOUSLY. 


By Jno. T. HuGHSON, M. D. 
Of Sumter, 8. C. 


On Sunday, 2ist July, 1872, I was hastily 
summoned, at 2} 0’clock P. M., to see —— 
—, aged 3} years. 

This little patient was suffering from 
Whooping Cough in the second stage, and 
had the week previous a mild attack of 
intermittent fever, which readily yielded to 
treatment. 

Upon entering the room I found him in a 
severe convulsion and the mother about to 
place him in a warm bath, which was im- 
mediately done. The respiration was rapid 
and painfully oppressed. Mucous rales dis- 
tinct over lower lobes, and in fact over the 
greater part of both lungs there was dull- 
ness on percussion; no respiratory murmur 
discoverable; pulse rapid and weak ; extremi- 
ties cold. Convulsions returning he was 
again placed in the warm bath, when the 
muscles relaxed, the eyes closed, the head 
fell back, and respiration entirely suspended ; 
could feel no pulsation of either the radial 
or temporal arteries, but the heart beat 
feebly. I thought grim death was claim- 
ing a victim from that household when 
the child gently gasped. 

With abundant fresh air, mustard sina- 
pisms to wrists, ankles and nape of the 
neck, and good rubbing, he began to show 
some signs of life. 





I diagnosed this as a case of severe Bron- 
chitis with congestion and collapse of the 
lungs, with convu's'ons attending. Ordered 
a mustard poultice over the front of the 
chest; infused a teaspoonful of pulv. ipecac 
in a wineglass of warm water, and gave 
a teaspoonful of the infusion every five 
minutes; cleaned the lower bowel by an ene- 
ma, then injected thirty drops of tinct. vale- 
rian in a little warm water. After several 
doses of the ipecac had been taken (more than 
I thought would have been required), he 
vomited, relieving slightly the oppressed 
breathing by clearing away some of the 
mucus collected in the throat. Then ordered 
tinct. valerian, ten drops évery half hour 
for four doses, and the following mixture: 

R aye. ge zi 
Jo. mix 
Aquee eo Zss. M. 

Sig. One quarter teaspoonful every two 
hours. 

At 3} o’clock he noticed a little, was ap- 
parently conscious. Being obliged to leave 
at four o’clock I returned at six, and found 
very little change except bounding: pulse 
with high fever. Continued the valerian at 
longer intervals, the mixture as directed. 
At 10P. M. he was in the same stupid con- 
dition, noticing nothing, breathing, per- 
haps, a little easier, fever high, tongue 
coated. Prescribed 

R Calomel, 
Tpecac, 
powders. 

Sig. Give one every hour except when 
asleep. Teaspoonful of castor oil to be 
taken at 5 o’clock in the morning. 


Stop the valerian unless nervous twitch- 
ings appear. 


grs jj. 
gr.j. M. Makeeight 
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July 22,8 o’clock A.M. Breathing still 
rapid and oppressed; respiratory murmur 
indistinctly heard in upper part of lungs; 
dullness on percussion ; bowels acted ; slight 
remission in the fever; tongue heavily 
coated with a whitish fur. Ordered mixture 
continued and prescribed following : 


R Quinine grs. viij. Divide into 
four powders. : 


Sig. Take one every two hours. 


23d. Last night fever high ; very restless ; 
cough frequent; remission in the fever about 
the same time this morning; tongue still 
heavily coated; notices a little more. Treat- 
ment as before. Take to-night four grains 
of calomel. Directed a teaspoonful of sweet 
milk to be given every hour. 

24th. Rested some better last night, breath- 
ing easier, expectoration more profuse. 
Bowels acted well. The remission in the 
fever a little earlier this morning. During 
the day, while coughing, he threw offa tubu- 
lar shaped mass of viscid, purulent expecto- 
ration, a little more than an inch in length, 
and exact shape of the bronchi; the vesicu- 
lar murmur was then heard more generally 
over the right lang. Continued quinine, 
and substituted in place of mixture in use 
the following: 

Syr. ipecac f.3v. 
‘ Vin. aah, ‘ ‘ 


Swt. spts. nitre. 
Syr. acacie, aa f.3j. M. 


Sig. Twenty dropseverytwohours. Milk 
to be continued, and two drops of brandy, 
three (3) times a day. 


25th. Fever abating. Remission came on 
two hours earlier this morning. Breathing 
easy, having thrown off another yellowish 
viscid tube of expectorated matter, of nearly 
the same size and of same character as the 
one yesterday. Respiratory murmur be- 
coming more distinct over both lungs. 
Expectoration free. Quinine continued; 
give cough mixture every three hours, 
instead of two as heretofore. The brandy 
continued, and arrow-root custard allowed. 

26th. Symptoms all favorable; breathing 
easy ; tonguecleaning from the tip and edges; 
bowels regular; but little fever during the 
night. Treatment continued, with improve- 
ment in diet ; chicken water or beef tea to be 
given. 

29th. A continued improvement has daily 
taken place; no fever; tongue cleaning well ; 
auscultation and percussion reveal no abnor- 
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mal condition of the lungs. Quinine con- 
tinued ; the cough mixture suspended, with 


the substitute of a mixture for the whoop- 


ing cough proper. 

30th. Improving rapidly. Appetite good; 
allowed generous diet. Ordered two grains 
quinine three times a day. 

8lst. The case discharged. 

This case isan interesting, and at the same 
time peculiar one, from the combination 
or complication of diseases, and from 
the suddenness of the attack. He was 
apparently well that morning, and was 
playing in the entry or passage of the house; 
the atmosphere was somewhat cool and 
damp, it having rained the evening pre- 
vious. A few minutes before being taken he 
complained of feeling badly, went into the 
room and lay on the bed, when his breath- 
ing became laborious, he complained of his 
throat and the convulsions came on. I con- 
sider the case as produced from sudden cold 
falling on the weaker part, the throat and 
bronchial tubes, already irritated from the 
whooping cough ; the convulsions resulting 
from nervous irritation, the sensorium exert- 
ing its reflex power on the muscular system; 
the atelectasis from the swelling, thus de- 
creasing the size of the bronchi; the mu- 
cus thrown out by the inflamed membrane 
in connection with the expectoration of 
previous cough thus clogging to a consider- 
able extent the tubes, and preventing access 
of air to the air vesicles, notwithstanding 
the mighty efforts made at each inspiration 
to inflate the collapsed tissue. 


BONY TUMOR IN THE EYEBALL 
PRODUCING SYMPATHETIC IRRI- 
TATION OF THE OTHER EYE— 
ENUCLEATION—RECOVERY. 


By J. Haug, M.D, 
Of Owensboro, Ky. 

History.—Mr. B., aged 28 years, when a 
child six months old, was placed on a bed. 
fronting a window, where he remained for 
some time, the sun shining through the 
window into his face. When he was re- 
moved from the bed by his mother she dis- 
covered that oneof his eyes was looking 
very weak, which in a few days became 
very much inflamed and intolerant to light. 
This condition continued for several weeks, 
but gradually grew less in intensity, until 
all activesymptoms disappeared. He con- 
tinued, however to have occasional attacks of 
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inflammation in the eyes, which would last 
twoor three weeks and gradually disappear. 
This condition of things continued until he 
was four years old, at which time his mother 
discovered that he was entirely blind in the 
diseased eye. After this time he had but 
little trouble, until he was about twenty 
years old, at which time he had a violent 
attack of inflammation in the blind eye, 
which lasted for several weeks, and was so 
intense that he had to confine himself in a 
dark room. He finally recovered from this 
attack, but was soon attacked again in the 
same way. The healthy eye at this time 
became affected to such an extent as to 
ecnfine him toadark room. These attacks 
continued to recur every few months up to 
the time I saw him twelve months ago. He 
was then laboring under active inflam- 
mation of the blind eye, with sympathetic 
irritation of the other eye. The blind eye 
was sunken in the orbit, slightly atrophied, 
and felt very hard. 

The other eye was considerably inflamed, 
and so extremely irritable that he could not 
bear the slightest light in his room. He 
suffered severely with ciliary neuralgia in 
both eyes. I gave him morphia freely, and 
advised the constant use of cold water to the 
eyes, with the instillation of atropia (two 
grains to the ounce of water) every three 
hours, to be continued until the active 
symptoms subsided. At the end of three 
weeks (all active symptoms having sub- 
sided) I enucleated the blind eye. The 
operation proved a complete success in 
relieving the patient of his protracted and 
painful ailment. He has not had the 
slightest trouble with the remaining eyesince 
the operation. 

On examination of the enucleated eyeball 
I found in ita complete bony cup, extend- 
ing from the ciliary processes to the 
entrance of the optic nerve, where there 
was a perforation through which the nerve 
passed. The cup at the optic nerve entrance 
was about three lines in thickness: but 
gradually grew thinner from the perforation 
to its border, where it was quite thin. Its 
outer surface was in contact with the pig- 
ment stratum of the choroid, which adhered 
to it in several places, but could easily be 
separated from it. On the inner surface of 
the cup rested the retina, which had been 
pushed forward by the bony formation until 
it was in contact with the lens, which was 
opaque, of normal size, and partially cretafied. 
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Traces of the hyaloid membrane could be 
seen between the lens and retina. The 
vitreous humor had been entirely absorbed, 
except a thin stratum which remained 
between the border of the lensand theosseous 
cup, which was opaque, and semi-solid. 

I have recently noticed the report of four 
cases similar to the one under consideration, 
three in the Richmond and Louisville 
Medical Journal, and one in the Trans- 
actions of the American Medical Association 
for 1870. In all of these cases the ossific 
deposit was found between the choroid and 
retina, and not involving any of the 
structures of the eye; such cases are of 
interest both to the surgeon and patholo- 
gist. 

By timely enucleation the patient is not 
only relieved of great pain and disability 
but is protected against the great risk of 
losing the other eye, which always sympa- 
thizes to a greater or less extent. 

From the history of the case under con- 
sideration, and also of the other cases men- 
tioned, it would seem most probable that 
the ossific deposit in these cases had been 
the result of inflammation. And from the 
location and extent of the formations, the 
choroid was most likely the site of the in- 
flammation. The limit in extent of the 
formation was confined to that of the 
choroid, and their relative position such that 
they could not have been the result of inflam- 
mation of any of the other structures of the 
eye. 

_ +--+ 


MEDICAL SOcIETIES. 


VERMONT MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


The Vermont Medical Society held its an- 
nual session at Montpelier on Wednesday and 
Thursday. October 9 and 10. The president, 
Dr. E. F. Upham, of Randolph, called the 
Society to order, and prayer was offered by 
Rev. Mr. Glazier, chaplain of the Senate. 

Drs. E. D. Ferguson and Barton were present 
as delegates from the Medical Society of New 
York. . 

Dr. Bradford ‘gave the details of the case 
lately reported in the papers, of a man in 
Waitsfield having vomited two snakes. 

The reports of such cases being often exag- 
gerated and sometimes not authentic, Dr. 


' Bradford took occasion to learn the exact facts 


in the case, procured the snakes that were said 
to be vomited, and presented before the Soci- 
ety. The man had no knowledge of having 
swallowed anything of the kind, nor was he 
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suspicious at any time that his stomach con- 
tained any such animals, but he remembers 
that when at work he was in the habit of 
drinking from some pools of water in his pas- 
ture, which he made for that purpose by scrap- 
ing out with his hands a depression in which 
the water might collect. His peculiar symp- 
toms began on the 8th of May last, were re- 
peated in June and again July 30th, when he 
vomited two snakes about six inches long. 
They were vomited in his own home and in the 
presence of his family, so there can be no mis- 
take about the fact of their having been ejected 
from the man’s stomach. 

The reptiles are a species of water snake 
which propagate in just such localities as the 
man describes, and probably,. when the parent 
snake uttered her note of warning of approach- 
ing danger to her young, they mistook the 
open mouth of the drinking man for that of 
their mother, and found their grave instead of 
their place of security; they were ejected dead. 

During the session of the Society, Dr. Janes 
gave the history of another case iv which an 
evitt was vomited, and alluded to the general 
literature of the subject, from which it ap- 

eared that well authenticated cases of this 

ind are not numerous; the simulated cases are 
more frequent. 

Dr. H. 8. Brown furnished some interesting 
details of what purported to be a new form of 
disease in his locality, which has been termed 
gastric fever, as he thought erroneously. The 
subject was referred to Drs. Bullard, Hyde, 
and Brown, for further investigation and re- 
port at the annual meeting. 

Drs. J. C. Harman, of Westford, C. M. Fer- 
rin, of Essex Junction, Henry Boynton, of 
Woodstock, Albert Barnes, of Stowe, and W. 
H. H. Varney, of Charlotte, were admitted to 
membership. Dr. A. J. Hyde read a paper 
giving the details of an interesting case of 
uterine disease; referred. 

The President’s address was delivered at 4 
P.M. on Wednesday, and was general in its 
character and elicited a vote of thanks from 
the Society. 


Periscope. 
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Dr. J. L. Chandler read a paper on Hahne- 
mann and his dogma, which was referred to 
tbe Committee on Publication. Dr. 8. Patoam 
presented a paper on Puerperal Convulsions, 
which was followed by discussion. Dr. L. C. 
Butler, from the Committee on Compulsory 
Vaccination, reported that in their opinion 
State legislation upon this subject was import- 
ant and needed; but was impracticable both as 
to the probability of its enactment and more 
as to its enforcement, and recommended that 
physicians make a specialty-of vaccination in 
each of their localities. 

Dr. C. M. Uhandler read a sketch of C. M. 
Rublee, late of Montpelier. 

The officers elect fur the ensuing year are as 
follows :— President, Dr. H. D. Holton, of 
Brattleboro; Vice President, Dr. E. 8. Peck, of 
Burlington; Secretary, Dr. L. C. Butler, of 
Essex; Assistant Secretary, Dr. C: W. Peck, of 
Brandon; Treasurer, Dr. D. G. Kemp, of 
Montpelier. 

The semi-annual meeting is to be held at St. 
Albans, on the last Wednesday and Thursday 
of June, 1873. 


ISSAQUENA COUNTY (MINN ) MEDICAL 
SOCIETY. 


Ata meeting held at Rolling Fork, Minn., 
July 17, 1872, the physicians of IJssaquena 
County organized the ‘‘ Issaquena Medical So- 
ciety,’’ and elected the following officers to 
serve for a term of twelve months:— 

J.C. Hall, M. D., President ; R. J. H. Hal- 
chett, M. D., Vice President; J. W. Ellis, 
M. D., Recording Secretary ; Burleigh Good- 
man, M. D., Corresponding Secretary ; E. C. 
Clements, M. D., Treasurer. At the last 
meeting the Secretary was instructed to com- 
municate and request the publieation of the 
fact of the above organization in the next 
number of the Mepicat anp Sureicat Re- 
PORTER. The Society will meet hereafter on 
the first Saturday in each month. 

Burtetan Goopman, 
Corresponding Secretary. 








EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT. 





PERISCOPE. 


The Treatment of Goitre. 


This topic is treated of by Dr. C. Scuwaxse, 
of Zurich, in the last volume of Virchow’s 
Archiv. His article is interesting, the results 
arrived at being based on 106 cases, of which 
notes were made. In order to the treatment of 
goitre, it is of consequence to decide as to the 
exact nature of the swelling, and so the author 





gives a short description of the various kinds, 
chiefly with the view to diagnosis. ‘There is 
first the glandular form (struma follicularis 
mollis of Virchow), which consists of a hyper- 
trophy or hyperplasia of the thyroid gland, and 
which forms a soft and elastic tumor, not unlike 
alipoma, There is further, the cystic goitre, 
in which it is usually easy to detect fluctuation. 
The commonest remaining forms are the fibrous 
and vascular, the former distinguished by its 
hardness. As an important aid to the diag- 
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nosis, tle author nearly always resorts to 
puncture with a perforated needle, and the 
proczeding is of particular advantage in distin- 
guishing between glandular tumors and cysts. 
The glandular tumors not unfrequently give a 
fa'se feeling of fluctuation; and on the other 
hand it is often impossible to detect fluctuation 
though the tumor is cystic, and in these cir- 
cumstances puncture is of great scrvice; the 
fluid which issues when the disease is cystic at 
once determines its nature. The fibrous forms 
are also distinguished on puncture by the 
density of the tissue, and the vascular by the 
free flow of blood. In his treatment the author 
trusts, in the first place, to the internal ad- 
ministration cf iodide of potassium, combined 
in almost every case with the local injection of 
tincture of iodine, or simple alcohol. In very 
recent cases the use of the iodide (he gives it 
to the amount of 1 gramme, or about 15} grains 
daily) is sufficient to dissipate the swelling, but 
usually injection is also necessary, except in 
the vascular forms. In respect to the ma- 
terial to be used in injection, the author believes 
that the benefit derived from the injection of 
tincture of iodine depends chiefly on its alcohol, 
and that rectified spirit is in most cases of equal 
use. The internal use of KI or I is undoubt- 
edly of great benefit, but there is no reason to 
believe that the iodine has any special effect 
when applied locally, and the author has found 
that the injection of alcohol with the internal 
administration of the iodide has as good results 
as the injection of the tincture of iodine. To 
the surgeon there can be no comparison of the 
cleanliness and convenience of alcohol as com- 
pared with the tincture ofiodine. The quantity 
injected varies in different cases; in the glan- 
dular forms only small injections were used, 
about 10 to 20 drops ; and even smaller quan- 
tities in the fibrous. But in the cystic form 
much larger quantities were used, as much as 4 
grains being injected into a cyst as large as a 
duck’s egg, The author has not made much 
use of electrolysis in the treatment of goitre ; 
and he employs it chiefly for the vascular and 
fibrous forms.. Incision of the cystic form he 
has very seldom resorted to, and only where 
the tumor was very large. 

In conclusion, it is stated that by these means 
he has only once failed to effect a cure, this 
case being one of the very hard, fibrous form ; 
at the time it was under treatment he had no 
constant current battery at hand, and he thinks 
it possible that he might have come to some 
result if that treatment had been used. 


Methods of Treatment. 


In his recent address before the British 
Medical Association, Dr. T. M. Wrxs said : 

Next to the evil of allowing some meta- 
physical idea to influence our mind is the fault 
of taking a scientific fact or principle, and 
Makiog it explain a number of obscure phe- 
nomena without our possessing any data to 
guide us as to the correctness of the applica- 
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tion. With one, a chemical theory is made to 
solve all abstruse questions in physiology and 
pathology ; with another, cell-growth can do 
the same ; and with a third, a nervous influence 
can accomplish all things. See, for example, 
what a remarkable experiment of Bernard has 
done for us. He divided the sympathetic in 
the neck of a rabbit, causing the temperature 
to rise, and the part to become more vascular. 
It seemed clear, from this experiment, that the 
vascular supply is dependent on nerve influence, 
and thus we are introduced into a new domain 
of vaso-motor and trophic nerves, What has 
been the consequence? Every ingenious man 
has sat down in his study, and assisted to 
flood Medical literature with explanations of 
physiological action, morbid processes, or the 
therapeutic operation of medicines, founded on 
the theory. Nearly every disorder of the 
nervous system, be it of an apoplectic or con- 
vulsive ca‘ure, as well asa large number of 
other morbid phenomena, can be now accounted 
for on the a 3 of an altered vascular supply 
through the vaso-motor nerves. The opera- 
tion of many drugs is now made apparent by 
the influence they exert on nutrition through 
these nerves, the only difficulty being in the 
fact that the medicines have different actions, 
whereas the vessels are only susceptible of 
dilatation or contraction. It is for this reason 
that theoretical men have found strychnia and 
belladonna the two great agents for rousing 
and depressing the nerve-centres, thus enabling 
them to hold in their grasp the maladies 
supposed to be dependent on their rale. This 
great idea has been much simplified by 
substituting heat and cold, and thus these 
nerve-governing powers of the human body 
being stimulated to increased action by the 
one, or their over activity controlled by the 
other, every single complaint to which the 
human body is liable can now be cured, and all 
by means of spine-bags. I take this as one ex- 
ample of our eagerness for more knowledge ; 
there are very few on this earth who are pre- 
senting us with new facts, or, rather, revealing 
to us some hitherto hidden secret of nature; 
and when they do bestow upon us the result of 
their labors, we grasp it, we hug it, we cannot 
make enough of it, until in the end we all be- 
come ridiculous. What we want are more 
facts and more truth; the praise cannot be too 
great which is bestowed on those who are 
silently working in their laboratories for our 
advantage. It is more light and knowledge 
that we want. 

A scientific treatment appears to me to re- 
quire a knowledge of disease, to understand the 
meaning of the symptoms, and then to have a 
better acquaintance with the action of drags. 
Why, look at the pulse ; every one can feela 
pulse and understand its indications, except 
some of those clear-sighted men with whom we 
sometimes meet, and who declare that it takes 
a lifetime to understand its significance. 
Think for a moment of the pulse and some of 
the more evident circumstances which must in- 
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fluence it, or rather regard it as the resultant 
of a number of forces variously combined ; 
why, the machinery is far more complex than 
any you manufacture in this town. There is 
the ventricle itself, affecting the pulse by the 
force, number, and regularity of its beats ; 
then there is the condition of the orifice ; then 
of the blood-vessel, its size and elasticity ; 
tairdly, the state of the chavnels into which 
the fluid flows ; again, the receptacles beyond 
them, and their facility or not of receiving the 
current of blood ; then there is the quality of 
the blood itself; and, lastly, the intensity of 
the controlling influence over all. That all 
these conditions, and even more, are at work, 
is seen by the varied tracings of the sphygmo- 
graph, the importance of which a distinguished 
physician of this town (Dr. Forster) was one of 
the first to recognize. Now, I apprehend a 
true knowledge of the pulse would be the 
facility of. appreciating how any one of these 
conditions mentioned was at fault; and a 
scientific treatment would be the appropriate 
remedy for it. I consider the puYe as a case 
showing the difficulty in acting on scfentific 
principles; for supposing the sphygmograph 
should. now énable us to administer appropriate 
treatment, it shows that my proposition was 
true before its discovery. My great objec- 
tion to the idea of scientific therapeutics is, 
that it necessarily implies acquaintance with 
diseased action as well as the meaning and im- 
portance of symptoms. What, for example, is 
the scientific treatment of cholera? “ To try 
and check the fatal discharge,” says one ; ‘‘ To 
let it flow,’’ says another. In the meantime, 
and whilst the scientific question is being 
solved, I consider it a disgrace to the profes- 
sion that we are not yet agreed as to the best 
hygienic methods under which the greatest 
number get well. What, again, is the scien- 
tific treatment of fever? This a few years ago 
would have been considered decided, if 


unanimity implied truth ; for amongst other, 


rules, it would have been strictly laid down 
that whilst the patient should have fresh air, he 
must by no means be chilled. This idea, how- 
ever, seems to bea mere phantasm of the 
human brain, for we now hear that placing the 
patient inacold bath is the most successful 
scientific treatment. So opposed to our 
notions does the advisability of placing a 
patient in acold bath seem, that he who had 
attempted it years ago would have almost 
regarded himself as a murderer had the 
patient died; yet now the treatment is 
consider:d rational. As matters of minor 
consideration in this same disease, we 
daily ask ourselves whether it is better or 
not to encourage the sweating; whether 
it is better or not to remove the articular 
‘inflammation; and we make the same 
inquiries with regard to many other diseases. 
Whilst we are asking these questions, and ob- 
tain no reply, in our present state of ignorance 
of the signification of symptoms, we point to 
the man who can show the greatest number of 
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cures as the best practitioner, who is content, 
at present, with knowing that he has a lar 
number of valuable drugs in his Pharmacopeia, 
which he finds eminently useful jn particular 
cases; first having made the diagnosis, and 
then administering the drug. I believe that all 
reasoning on the matter naturally leads to my 
conclusion; but, if I look around and see what 
is practically being done, I feel no doubt of the 
justice of my remark. I see that the best ad- 
visers are those who most skillfully lead their 
patients through a difficult illness, guided only 
by experience; whereas, I, on the contrary, see 
the very worst practitioners and the most ig- 
porant amongst those who act on fancied scien- 
tific principles. Again, extra professional 
persons, who have no knowledge whatever of 
medicine, are they who are almost exclusively 
influenced by that kind of reasoning which is 
styled scientific. A sick man, you know, does 
not like to take his physic blindly; he will know 
the why and the wherefore of its administration; 
and the more clear it is to him that the medi- 
cine is to act on this organ, or relieve this or 
the other symptom, with the greater pleasure 
does ke swallow the dose. The whole train of 
reasoning must be wrong in such a case; but 
that is of little consequence to him. All 
quackery has for its basis science, falsely so 
called; and it is because of this that unedu- 
cated persons are mostly influenced by those 
who purify the blood, or put fresh vitality into 
the nerves. I may say, moreover, that.all 
quack systems, as well as the worst methods 
within that pale of orthodoxy, proceed upon 
the plan of treating symptons. The more 
closely a medical man adopts this method, 
wittingly or not, the nearer does he approach 
the charlatan. If what I have been saying be 
true, that changes in the body come about 
slowly and insidiously, our duty is rather to 
study how to check their progress, and not to 
devote ourselves to the treatment of the mere 
phenomena of the disorder. 


On the Presence of Amylic Alcohol in 
Chloroform. 


In the Union Pharmaceutique attention is 
drawn, by M, Harpy, to the presence of amylic 
alcohol in chloroform. By the process usually 
employed to rectify chloroform, namely, that of 
fractional distillation, the amylic alcohol is 
found to accumulate in the less volatile portions, 
and when large quantities are distilled the 
evidence of its presence becomes very decided 
in respect to smell. The author is inclined to 
attribute the presence of this alcohol in chloro- 
form to the contaminated ethylic alcohol used, 
but he hints at the possibility that it is 
secondary product in the reaction by which 
chloroform is produced, Comparative experi- 
ments were made with rectified and unrecti 
chloroform, by evaporating a quantity of each 
on bibulous paper, Neither specimen left aay 
visible stain, but the second left a persistent 
odor of amylic alcohol, which was not to 
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detected in the case of the first. Mr. Hardy 
attributes the nauseous odor which remains on 
the compresses which have been employed in 
the medicinal application of chloroform, to the 
presence of the small quantities of amylia alco- 
hol above referred to. 


Historical Note on Cesarean Section. 


From some researches of Dr. Ropensrern, 
that Pliny is responsible for the tradition that 
Cwsar ‘was from his mother’s womb untimely 
ripped,’’ Pliny remarks, difficult labors are 
of bad omen. Footling presentations are pecu- 
liarly unlucky. But those children whose 
birth has cost the mother her life are evi- 
dently born under favorable auspices. For 
such was the case with the first Scipio Afri- 
canus; ‘‘Primusque Ossarum a cso matris 
utero dictus ; qua de causa et Cesones appel- 
lati.” In the preceding chapter he had stattd 
that difficult labors are disastrous to the child 
and to mankind. He derives the name of 
Agrippa from “Aigre partus,’’ and refers to 
the sufferings of Agrippa from the infidelities 
of his wife, and to the cruelty of Nero, who 
was born of Agrippina, as the proof of his 
statement ; and, by a pun almost as execrable, 
he illustrates his opinion that hysterotomy is a 
happy augury to the child, because Cesar was 
cut from his mother’s womb. Ovher writers, how- 
ever, tell us that the name of this illustrious Ro- 
man had nothing to do with his birth. Festus 
derives it from Ozsaries, and says he was sur- 
named Caesar because he had a very heavy head 
ofhair. Others say that the name of Casar is 
derived from a Punic word, which signifies ele- 
phant ; and that the first of the Caesars was so 
called because he kept an elephant. 

Whatever may be the meaning of the word, 
the historical accuracy of Pliny cannot be ques- 
tioned. Ie assures us that at Saguntum a child 
returned to the womb of its mother after its 
birth ; that Alcippe was delivered of an ele- 
phant; that in Thessaly a hippocentaur was 
born of a woman; that he himself saw one 
brought from Egypt preserved in honey. After 
this, we are quite prepared to believe that 
Cesar was cut from the womb of his mother. 


Chloral and Its Administration. 


The disagreeable sensation produced in the 
throat by chloral, and the difficulty experi- 
enced in getting some patients to swallow the 
substance in its usually nauseous form, have in- 
duced Mr. S. Limousin to experiment on a new 
method of administering it, i. ¢., in the form of 
cepsules with a gelatinous or saccharine enve- 
lope. His process is published in the Journal 
de Pharmacie et de Chimie. Although it is 
easier to introduce the chloral into capsules of 
soft gelatine, yet it is necessary to use the 
hard, because the former induce too rapid de- 
composition, Medical testimony shows that 
chloral administered in this manner has its fall 
effect, and can be swallowed without any sense 
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of irritation in the throat. Moreover, if the 
chloral employed in making these capsules is in 
A respect impure, if it has not been redis- 
tilled, if it contains free hydrochloric acid or 
an extess of moisture, the gelatine is rapidly 
attached and the capsule destroyed, incontest- 
able evidence being thus offered of the condi- 
tion of the chloral. 


The Preservation of Hydrocyanic Acid. 


In the Bulletin de la Societe Chimique 
M. Petit communicated the results of his ex- 
periments on the preservation of Hydrocyanic 
acid when diluted to. one tenth and one thou- 
sandth. The acid diluted to one tenth alters 
very rapidly, while the acid of one thousandth, 
free or combined, when examined after six 
months, had preserved almost exactly its origi- 
nal standard. Still further, by diluting to one 
thousandth the acid of one tenth, which had 
already undergone a marked change, the de- 
composition was arrested. The presence of 
ammonia does not seem to induce this change. 
M. Gautier recalled to mind that in his own 
experiments, on very concentrated hydrocyanic 
acid, the presence of ammonia always hastened 
the decomposition. M. Fordos remarked that 
medicinal hydrocyanic acid apparently under- 
goes no change, that it does not become dis- 
colored ; that, however, it disappears entirely 
after a certain time, this result being due, 
probably, to a simple evaporation, the flasks 
never being hermetically sealed. 
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NOTES ON BOOKS. 


—_———_———_ 


——aA pamphlet of 53 pages, entitled Acken 
and its Climate, by Drs. Amory Corrin and 
W. H. Geppines, gives a concise and compre- 
hensive sketch of this popular health resort, 
on the healthy highlands of South Carolina. It 
should be consulted by those proposing a win- 
ter in a milder climate than our Northern States 
possess. 

—The Transactions of the Siath Annual 
Meeting of the Medical Association of the 
State of Missourt form a pamphlet of 73 pages. 
Besides the minutes of the meeting, it conteins 
several articles by members, most of which, 
however, have already appeared in various 
medical journals, The Society is in a flourish- 
ing condition, and numbers about 70 members. 

— The Proceedings of the Nebraska State 
Medical Society, at its fourth annual session, 
held last June, are printed in pamphlet form 
(pages 40). The minutes, the address of the 
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President, Dr. R. R. Livineston, and some 
short communications by members, occupy 
most of the space. Dr. Corrman contributes a 
case of puerperal mania, the treatment of which 
merits criticism. He says he considered it an 
ivflammatory condition, and therefore bled. 
This therefore is about fifty years behind the 
pathology of to-day. 


BOOK NOTICES. 


The Transactions of the American Medical As- 
sociation. Instituted 1847. Vol. XXIII. 
Philadelphia, printed for the Association, 
1872. 1 vol., cloth, 8vo, pp. 757, 94. 

This bulky volume ought to contain a great 
deal of permanent interest and solid instruction 
in medical science. We shall endeavor to give 
a brief mention, at least, of its contributions in 
that direction. After the minutes, the address 
of Dr. D. W. Yanpeut, the President, is the 
first article. Its tone and teachings are little 
in consonance with the Report of the Commit- 
tee on Medical Education, which immediately 
follows it. These latter gentlemen bewail the 
deficient elementary education of medical sta- 
dents, and the superficial training of many 
medical schools ; but the sanguine President 
thinks that skilled surgeons and diagnosticians 
can be found at every crossroads, and that any 
knowledge about ‘‘ chopping logic’ and dead 
languages are at least wholly superfluous to 
men who are going to make their money chop- 
ping legs and exploring dead subjects. For 
the Association to sail under the banner thus 
exultingly raised in favor of ignorance will be 
found a severe task. It is not to be wondered 
at that the Committee on Medical Education 
report in an uncommonly gloomy and cheerless 
state of mind. 

The Committee on Medical Literature give 
a list of recent medical publications, tolerably 
(not fully) complete, and close their labors with 
some admonitions to medical journalists. It is 
singular how often an editor meets a man ready 
to tell him how to get out a better journal. 
What the committee complain of is—first, the 
tendency to report successful cases only; se- 
condly, the introduction of new plans of treat- 
ment by individuals; and thirdly, reporting 
cases from memory. We commend their ad- 
vice to our contributors—and also to the Ame- 
rican Medical Association’s Publishing Oom- 
mittee. 
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The Section on Practical Medicine and Ob. 
stetrics publish a well-drawn scheme. by Dr. E. 
Secuix, on the use of fever and surface ther. 
mometers, with a form for a clinical chart 
adapted to three weeks’ observations. 

The labors of the Section on Medical Juris- 
pradence, Hygiene and Physiology, are repre- 
sented by two papers. The first is on the Strac- 
ture of the White Blood Corpuscles, by Dr. 
Josera G. Ricuarpson, and contains the details 
and results of a number of experiments by that 
gentleman, having for their object the right 
understanding of the peculiar molecular move- 
ments of the corpuscles, the laws by which they 
take up fluids, and the character of the cell 
walls. While interesting new facts are brought 
out on these topics, a decisive conclusion 
is not reached. The second paper is by Pr. 
Henry Harrsuorne, on Vaso-motor Physio- 
logy, more especially on the function of the un- 
striped muscular fibres of the smaller arteries. 
This tissue, in his opinion, largely carries on 
the circulation by its rhythmical contractions, 

In the Section oi Materia Medica and Che- 
mistry, Dr. Eparatm Currer presented a report 
on the Production of Vaccine Virus in the 
United States. His conclusion is that viras 
from the cow—“ non-humaniz2d virus ’’—has 
no superiority over the carefully selected hu- 
manized virus in common use. 

On Medical Topography, Meteorology and 
Epidemics, there are reports on West Virginia, 
by Dr. E. A. Hitprera ; on South Carolina, by 
Dr. Mannine Simons ; on California, by Dr. F. 
W. Harcn ; on Delaware, by Dr. L. P. Busu ; 
on Arkansas, by Dr. G. W. Lawrence ; 00 
Pennsylvania, by Dr. W. L. Wexts ; on Minne- 
sota, by Dr. W. W. Sweney ; and on New Jer- 
sey, by E. M. Hunt. 

The Committee on Surgery and Anatomy 
print a careful review of the recent improve- 
ments in the operations for cataract, by Dr. H. 
Knapp ; a case of vesical calculi with polypi 
of the prostate gland, by Dr. W. H. Musser; 
a case of osteo-encephaloid cancer, apparently 
cured by electrolysis, by the same ; an instance 
of the removal of the upper portion of the left 
femur for disease of the hip joint, by Dr. W- 
F. Peck ; some valuable remarks upon the soft 
palate and adjacent parts in health and disease, 
by Dr. Harrison Auten; and the principles 
involved in the treatment of fractures of the 
extremities with the starch bandage, by Dr. 
Cuar.es N. Hewirr. 
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The Report on Medical Necrology has been 
prepared with attention by Dr. J. D. Jackson, 
of Kentucky. 

The Prize Essay is a highly interesting, and, 
we may add, a practically, clinically useful 
study of phosphorus as an organismal element, 
by Dr. SamueL R. Percy, Professor of Materia 
Medica in the New York Medical College. Dr. 
Percy has succeeded in preparing a phosphoric 
alkaloid, a nitrogenous hypophosphite, physio- 
logically identical, he thinks, or at least strongly 
resembling, chemically, the alkaloid phospho- 
ras of the brain, an@ hence exactly adapted 
for therapeutic purposes. He details a number 
of “successful cases” of disease in which he 
tried it, in all with decided benefit (we suppose 
the Publishing Committee asked him about his 
possibly unsuccessful ones, as we are informed 
medical journalists ought to do). The new 
Nomenclature is added to the volume. 

It would be unfair to close this review of the 
Transactions without recognizing the very 
eficient services of the Permanent Secretary of 
the Association, Dr. Wiit1am B. Arxrnson, of 
this city. To him, more than to any other mem- 
ber, is due the judicious arrangement, the cor- 
rect typography, and the prompt appearance of 
the work before us. No one is more fully iden- 
tified with the history and interests of the As- 
sociation, nor better qualified to execute effi- 
ciently the important duties which attach to his 
post, than Dr. Arxinson, and any society is for- 
tunate who secures such an officer. 
Ovarian Tumors: their Pathology, Diagnosis, 

and Treatment, especially by Ovariotomy. 

By E. Ranpotrn Peastes, M. D., LL. D., 

Professor of Gynecology in the Medical 

Department of Dartmouth College, etc. 

With fifty-six illustrations on wood. New 

York, D. Appleton & Co., 1872. 1 vol., 

cloth, 8vo, pp. 551. 

Dr. Peastee’s book covers a broader field 
than the work of Dr. Atlee, noticed in a recent 
number of this journal. It intends to embrace 
the whole ground indicated by the title, within 
the limits of a single volume, yet thoroughly 
enough to satisfy the wants of the student, As 
auseful preliminary to such an undertaking, a 
bibliography of the subject is prefixed,commenc- 
ing with Aristotle and bringing it down to 
1871. We may safely say that no treatise of 
importance has been omitted in this cata- 
logue, 
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The work itself is divided into two parts. 
The first includes the normal anatomy of the 
ovary, and the pathological anatomy, the 
pathology, diagnosis, and treatment of ovarian 
tumors, excepting by ovariotomy. The second 
part is devoted to ovariotomy alone, including 
its history, statistics, practical details, and 
after-treatment. It embraces not only a pretty 
full history of the author’s own extended expe- 
rience, but a judicious summary of that of the 
other eminent operators in this field. 

The first chapter of the second part is given 
to the history and progress of ovariotomy. The 
claims of Dr. Ephraim McDowell, of Ken- 
tucky, to priority in the operation are estab- 
lished by the author beyond reasonable ques- 
tion, and Dr. McDowell’s original report of 
three cases is given as it appeared in the 
Eclectic Repertory for October, 1816. The 
term “‘ovariotomy,”’ first proposed by Sir James 
Y. Simpson, is severely criticised by the author, 
who suggests in place of it the more correct 
expression Oophorectomy. In this, however, 
we cannot sympathize with him. A term gene- 
rally adopted by the profession and sanctioned 
by long usage ought not to be discarded on 
exegetical grounds merely. 

The volume is accompanied by an excellent 
index, and is printed on handsome toned paper, 
in clear type. The illustrations are clear and 
carefully executed. 


Small-pox; the Predisposing Conditions and 
their Preventives. With a Scientific Expo- 
sition of Vaccination. By Dr. Cart Born. 
Second Edition. Boston, Alexander Moore, 
1872. 8vo. Price 75 cents. 


We expressed our views about this work 
when the first edition appeared, and although 
we have read with care the Appendix added to 
the present edition, in which the author ex- 
presses himself with bitteroess about the criti- 
cisms he has received in Medical Journals, we 
have not seen reason to change our views. 
Dr. Bora, in brief, opposes and denounces vac- 
cination, and in place of it recommends the 
“ase of salt, as the most certain preventive of 
small-pox.” If he fails to show good grounds 
for our accepting this dictum, he does give 
ample reason for his pique against scientific 
medical journals, for he’ tells us that they have 
not given him credit for his greatest dis- 
coveries, they have criticised his books, yes, 
they have refused his articles ! 
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uF Medical Societies and Clinical Reports, Notes 
and Observations, Foreign and Domestic Corres- 
pondenee, News, etc., etc., of general medical in- 
terest, are respectfully solicited. 

Articles of special importance, such especially as 
require original experimental research, analysis, 
or observation, will be liberally paid for. 

wr To insure publication, articles must be prac- 
tical, brief as possible to do justice to the subject, 
and carefully prepared, so as to require little revi- 
sion. 

wey Subscribers are requested to forward to us 
copies of newspapers containing reports of Medi- 
cal Society meetings, or other items of special 
medical interest. 

We particularly value the practical experience of 
country practitioners, many of whom possess a 
fund of information that rightfully belongs to the 
profession. 

The Proprietor and Editors disclaim all respon- 
sibility for statements made over the names of 
correspondents. 








THE UNIVERSITY HOSPITAL. 

We are glad to learn that the fund for the 
establishment of a Hospital, in connection 
with the University of Pennsylvania, is 
steadily increasing, and that its erection is 
now an assured fact. The business and pro- 
fessional men throughout the State, as well 
as in the City, have responded nobly, and 
yet $40,000 is needed at once. Corporations 
and manufacturing companies recognizing 
its value, not only to their own employees, 
but to the world at large, in a scientific 
point of view, have given of their abundant 
means for the endowment of free beds, but 
there is yet room for those of more limited 
circumstances, who feel it to be both a 
pleasure and duty to assist in this work. 


The want is more pressing, in view of the 
fact that should the United States Govern- 
ment demand the present building in the 
Spring, prompt and efficient work will be 
necessary to complete the Hospital in time 
for next winter's lectures. 

We would especially call the attention 
of the Alumni of the University to the 
fact that one ward is to be established to be 
known as the ‘‘ Alumni Ward,” and toward 
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the endowment of which it is hoped that 
every graduate will send at least a small 
donation. A goodly sum has already been 
raised, but we know that there are many 
practitioners in the country who could very 
readily spare $10 a year for five years, 
method of giving which has been adopted 
by the Executive Committee, and has given 
an opportunity to many who would not be 
able to send $50 at one time. We appenda 
few statements of the Executive Com- 
mittee, which will be read with interest by 
all :— 


The growth of our State entails a demand 
for increased hospital accommodation, since 
a large part of the vast population is oceu- 
pied in the dangerous pursuits of mining 
and manufactures, and the rural districts 
being entirely devoid of hospitals, the three 
and a half millions of people are forced to 
seek relief in the cities, and to be depend. 
ent upon about two thousand hospital 
beds. 

Further, of these beds, the larger part are 
either not free, or else are in almshouses, 
into which the artisan classes will not enter 
when temporarily disabled, so that, in fact, 
there are only five hundred available free 
beds, giving a per capita of one for seven 
thousand, and that in a State whose wealth 
is 3,803,340,000 of dollars. These facts be- 
come, perhaps, more startling when it is 
borne in mind that there are, or will be 
shortly, in New York City over six thou- 
sand free hospital beds, giving a per capita 
of one to one hundred and fifty. 

In order to secure the legislative grant 80 
as to commence building, it is very desirable 
that the remaining seventy-five thousand 
dollars be speedily raised. This sum will, 
however, only serve to establish a portion 
of the proposed hospital, since, in order to 
carry out the intention of the Trustees of 
endowing a hospital with two hundred free 
beds, it is absolutely necessary that at least 
$700,000 should be subscribed. 

The urgency and superiority of the claims 
of the University Hospital are demonstrated 
by the following reasons :— 

1. The hospital will be a State institution, 
and not a local charity. 

2. It will be absolutely free from any 8 
tarian basis. 

3. The site chosen, being elevated, healthy, 
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and in the railroad centre of the State and 
city, is the best that could be selected. 


4, The management will be confided to a 
committee of eminent business men and 
medical gentlemen, which will afford that 
union of diverse talent and knowledge so 
requisite in the direction of a hospital. 

§. The charity will be most judicious and 
liberal, because the hospital will be so 
cdosely connected with the medical school, 
that the reputation of the latter will largely 
depend upon the model character of the for- 
mer. It is, therefore, evident that the high- 
estobtainable technical skill will be directed, 
not only by educated benevolence, but also 
by self-interest, to develop the highest possi- 
ble efficiency in the cure of disease and the 
material comfort of the patients. 


6. The future prosperity of the Medical 
Department of the University @f Pennsyl- 
vania, which has brought to Philadelphia 
(through the expenditures of its students) 
directly over twenty-five millions of dollars, 
and indirectly a much larger sum, and has 


long been recognized in Europe as the chief, 
centre of American Medical Science, is im-" 


mediately dependent upon the success of 
the movement. 

Y. Future generations of physicians will 
be better qualified for their responsible du- 
ties in consequence of the superior opportu- 
nities afforded for thorough practical in- 
struction by personal contact with disease 
during their period of study. 


8. The immediate success of the enter- 
ptise will be guaranteed before the subscrip- 
tions will be called in. 

% The patients are waiting for entranee ; 
OVER FOUR THOUSAND HAVING APPLIED 
DURING THE PAST YEAR TO THE UNIVER- 
SITY FOR RELIEF, coming often from the 
most distant hamlets of the State. 

The cost of maintenance of a free hospital 
bed has been demonstrated by experience to 
be $300 per annum, requiring an invested 
endowment of $5000. Whilst even the 
smallest subscriptions are solicited, it is 
earnestly desired that wealthy individuals, 

, or corporations should endow free 


beds, which shall be at their disposal, 


affording them the means of providing for 
their employés and dependents when dis- 
abled. These beds will be known by the 
tames of their donors, and, on average, 
taeh will give relief to twelve patients 
yearly, Itis evident that in no other way 
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can the same amount of material charity be 
obtained for the same sum of money. 

We would suggest to our fellow-practi- 
tioners throughout the State that they call 
the attention of their wealthy patients to 
this matter, for we know that the Univer- 
sity has many friends, not only among the 
graduates of its Academical, Law, and Medi- 
cal Departments, but also in the commu- 
nity at large. 

Contributions sent to this office will be 
gladly acknowledged and forwarded to the 
Treasurer, SAUNDERS LEwIs, No. 235 South 
Front Street, Philadelphia. 


THE IMPORTANCE OF THEORETICAL 
IDEAS TO PRACTICAL MEDICINE. 

Last year a most attractive collection of 
medical essays was published in Paris, enti- 
tled, Za Medecine et les Medicins. The 
author was the venerable M. LirtR#&, emi- 
nent as alexicographer and linguist, and 
though nota graduate of a medical school, 
yet an ardent student of medicine in early 
life, and well known to scholars in our pro- 
fession by his excellent translation of Hip- 
pocrates. 

For half a century he has watched with 
an observant eye, and with the unbiased 
judgment of a spectator, the progress of our 
science ; and his conclusions, therefore, have 
a weight which hardly those of the most 
eminent active worker can command; for 
he who is in the thick of the struggle is too 
interested an actor to speak impartially. 


In the introduction to his work, M. 
Littr#, after a slight sketch of his own 
medical studies, which included several 
years as an interne, under the most distin- 
guished teachers of that day, recognizes the 
remarkable progress of the seience since 
then, and inquires to what this is owing. 
His conclusion is interesting. He attributes 
it almost entirely to a radical change in the 
theoretical view of disease which took place 
about forty years ago. Previous to that 
time disease was regarded as an entity quite 
diverse in nature. from health, a foreign 
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something, alienum aliquid, which crept in 
or superimposed itself upon the healthy 
functions. To purge the blood of this peril- 
ous stuff, to neutralize, and drive it out, 
was then the aim of the physician. It was 
but the old idea, in a scientific mask, of a 
devil which was to be cast out, if no longer 
with exorcisms and beating of tom-toms, 
then with drugs and the lancet. 

At the time of which we speak there was 
a general rejection of this view, and in place 
of it the correct theory was adopted, that dis- 
ease merely means disordered function ; that 
no foreign entity is present, but simply an 
absence of functional harmony. No fancied 
foe is therefore to be attacked and driven 
off, but simply a judicious use of means is 
required to restore irregular action, just as 
we set about arranging any piece of delicate 
machinery which does not work to our sat- 
isfaction. 

The physicians of that epoch, however, 
fell into a grave, though a natural error, 
when they came to formulate the nature of 
disease under this new law. Feeling the 
bounding pulse, the violent action, the 
flushed cheek, and the rapid breathing of 
the patient, they concluded that all these 
signs indicated excessive power of function, 
stimulated vitality. Their error was recog- 
nized a score of years later by a few, and is 
now acknowledged by nearly all scientific 
teachers. , 

A discourse on the advance of medicine in 
the last decade, lately read before the Medi- 
cal Association of the State of Missouri, by 
our esteemed contributor, Dr. J. P. CHes- 
NEY, states forcibly and in a few words how 
salutary this theoretical consideration has 
proved. He says:— 


“Underlying the whole fabric of recent 
progress in medical_practice, we find the 
great and thorough revolution as to our ideas 
of life, and the better practice based there- 
on. These ideas have for their basis the 
logical conclusion that all phenomena con- 
nected with vital organization, which are 
recognized as a departure from health, are, 
and must of necessity be, retrograde in their 


Editorial. 





[Vol. xxvii, 


nature. The former notion that there wag 
such a condition as an over-exalted vitality, 
leading often to disease and death, finds few 
supporters among intelligent physicians of 
to-day. What can be more paradoxical 
than an idea which will claim that a man’s 
health has grown so good that it will make 
him sick? I believe that the medical world 
now fully comprehends the truth that di- 
minished vitality is the essential condition 
precedent to all morbid action in the living 
economy ; and that therapeutics based upon 
that hypothesis will always give the most 
satisfactory results, I believe RESTORATIVE 
MEDICINE is fundamental to all logical 
practice; and I do not wish to see the day 
when this idea will give place to the bril. 
liant speculations of some new philosophy, 
The simple phrase, ‘‘ Renewal of Life,’’ car- 
ries with it more of good to the human fa- 
mily than the terminology of all the medi- 
cal lexicons in existence twenty years ago,” 

The justice of these remarks will not be 
questioned by any who reflect how all-pow- 
erfulin directing research and practice are 
the beliefs we cherish as to the nature of dis- 
eased actions, and what we figure to our. 
selves we are going to do when we give a 
sick man a dose of medicine. Perhaps it 
would do us good to make a habit of recall- 
ing to our minds that we do not administer 
the drug to “ drive out a humor,”’ or to new- 
tralize a poison, nor yet to reduce the appa- 
rently excessive vital force we witness, but 
to sustain and support deficient chemico- 


vital processes, 


SOCIETY DESPOTISM. 

We have had occasion several times re 
cently, to animadvert on the subject of the 
despotism of medical societies as it has been 
manifested in different. sections of the coun- 
try. A correspondent in another column 
calls attention to a glaring case of the kind 
in Hudson County, New Jersey, where some 
of the oldest and most respectable practi- ° 
tioners of medicine in the county have beet 
called to account in order to gratify the jeal- 
ousies and whims of a few members of the 





County Society. Having taken a good deal 


of pains to inform ourselves on the subjeth 
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we are satisfied that no good reason ever 
existed for the treatment shown by some of 
the members of the Society to a respectable 
practitioner of that county. For presuming 
to publish articles from his pen, the Society, 
through one of its officers, made a personal 
attack on the senior editor of this journal 
last year, through the pages-of a New York 
journal, which very discourteously lent 
them for the purpose. Severe illness pre- 
vented notice being taken of the circum- 
stance at the time, as well as of some fresh 
outrages on respectable members of which 
the Society had been guilty. Such a course 
as that pursued by the members of this So- 
ciety cannot be defended on any principles 
of justice or equity, and, indeed, they have 
entirely failed to defend their conduct be- 
fore the courts of justice of the State. Such 
conduct, too, does great injury to the cause 
of medicine in the locality in which it oc- 
curs. 


NoTEes AND COMMENTs. 


Correction, 

In our obituary notice of the late Dr. John 
Bell (No. 810) we inadvertently associated Dr. 
Hiram Corson as a member of the club to 
which Dr. Bell belonged. This was erroneous, 
as Dr. Corson belongs to a younger generation 
of physicians. 

Native Deposit of Glauber Salt. 

Noeschel has discovered a deposit of native 
glauber salt in the Caucasus. This singular 
deposit is on the right side of the Jover, some 
three or four wersts (Russian miles) from the 
high and steep river bank, near the military 
settlement, of Muchrevan, 20 or 25 wersts 
from Tiflis, and 10 wersts from the Ger- 
man colony of Marienfeld. The spot where 
it is found is a bowl-shaped depression, 
half a square werst in extent, 60 feet deep, 
destitute of vegetation, and surrounded by 
wave shaped hills, except on the west side, 
Where the metoric water can flow off. A 
boring gave the following result : Marl, 1 foot; 
gray moist clay, 2.5 feet; dark gray, bituminous, 
salty clay, 0.7 feet ; pure glauber salt, 5 feet. 


Notes and Comments. 
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It is probable that the thickness of this 
wonderful stock of salt is very much greater. 
Three other borings at distances of 60 to 80 
fathoms gave the same result, and Noeschel 
estimates the total amount at not less than 
fifteen and a half million cubic feet. 


Pennsylvania Hospital. 

The managers of the Pennsylvania Hospital 
being desirous of extending its benefits toa 
large class who, although requiring medical 
aid, for which they cannot afford to pay, do 
not really need admission into a hospital, have 
determined to open a department for out 
patients, in which those making application 
will receive the necessary medical advice or - 
surgical treatment. The managers, at their 
stated meeting on the 28th ult., elected the 
following physicians and surgeons to take 
charge of out patients, viz:—Physicians, Drs. 
Morris Longstreet, Joseph G. Richardson, and 
Joseph J. Kirkbride. Surgeons, Drs, Charles 
T. Hunter, Thomas H. Andrews, Elliott Rich- 
ardson, and H. Earnest Goodman. This de- 
partment is now open at the hospital, on 
Eighth street below Spruce, daily (Sundays 
excepted) from ten to eleven A. M. 


Strychnia in Typhoid Fever. 

Dr. F. R. Miitarp, of Beetown, Wis., writes 
us:— 

I am not aware that strychnia, or nux vomica 
is used in typhoid fever; but having witnessed 
its curative action in dysentery, I was induced 
to give it a trial, and am satisfied that it is one 
of the best remedies we possess for supporting 
the patient and restraining the excessive action 
of the bowels. I seldom give more than one 
grain of extract nux vomica at a dose, re- 
peated every four to six or eight hours, gene- 
rally combined with opium. Either opium and 
ext. nux vomica ii; or, opium one part, and 
ext. nux vomica two parts. I think that if my 
professional brethren will give it a trial, they 
will find it generally superior to quinine (in 
cases not decidedly complicated with malaria), 
not only in dysentery, but typhoid fever also. 


Snakes in the Stomach Again. 

In the proceedings of the Vermont State 
Medical Society, published in this number of 
the Reporter, a snake story is found. We 
always suspect fraud in these cases, and are 
very slow to give credit to any other explana- 
tion of them. 
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Overtasking Children. 

In reference to our late editorial on ‘‘ The 
Labor Question in one of its Sanitary Aspects,”’ 
- Dr. T. J. Hurron, of Shenandoah, Pa., calls 

attention to the injurious effects of overtasking 
‘children in the coal mines of this State. He 
says :— 

“What shall we say of the thousands of 
children, from six to eight years of age, em- 
ployed in and around our coal mines? Ere 
they have cut their primary teeth, or given 
shape to their plastic bones, or fully evinced 
their self-existence, they are subjected to undue 
exercise and confinement, and to noxious gases 
impregnated with the seeds of disease and death. 
‘While they are utterly helpless, unable to 
speak for themselves and to vindicate their 
rights, who shall be the Graham to propose 
the needed legislation in their behalf?” 

We hope a much needed reform in this di- 
rection will be inaugurated at the next meeting 
of the State Medical Society. 





Treatment of Diabetes. 


Professor Cantant says: 1. In diabetes 
mellitus there takes place the formation of a 
special kind of glucose, which might be called 
paraglucose. 2. All diabetes mellitus essen- 
tially is due to a diet containing amylaceous 
and sugary matters. 3. Every diabetic organ- 
ism which is forced, by means of an exclusive 
meat diet, no longer to form paraglucose, ought 
finally to recover. 

He believes that in healthy individaals there 
is true glucose in the blood, but in diabetes 
there is a false glucose, which is but little oxi- 
dable, and passes out of the system just as 
quinine, iodide of potassium, etc., does. 

Dr. Primavera contests the idea that we 
daily introduce much glucose into the organism, 
even when we eat much starch or sugar. What 
goes into the blood is not true glucose, says he, 
except in very small quantities. All the rest, 
which enters by the vena porte and through 
the liver, is there transformed in two ways. It 
must, therefore, be looked on as a kind of 
peptone. He remarks that in every diabetic 
patient there are two stages; the first always 
ceases when amylaceous or sugary foods are 
suppressed, and in the second the cessation of 
such diet does not entirely cause a stoppage of 
the diabetes mellitus. 4 

Dr. Balfour, of Edinburg, relates cases of 
complete cure from the use of Cantani’s method 


Notes and Comments. 
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(a strictly animal diet, where from one to two 
pounds of meat a day are used, and from one 
to four spoonfuls of lactic acid are given to 
drink in a cup of water occasionally). 





How to Treat Melancholia. 

In the pages of a German cotemporary, a 
writer, Dr. MenpeE, maintains that it is a mis. 
take to treat melancholy by means of concerts, 
society, theatres, and the like. It is caused by 
hyperesthesia of the brain, and requires rest 
from all kinds of excitement. The patient 
should reside in some very quiet and retired 
country place. This often produces a rapid 
cure, and sleep returns to the patient, who has 
long suffered from insomnia. Warm baths are 
also to be recommended. A great proportion 
of such cases get well spontaneously, and do 
not require any medicine internally. The use 
of morphia subcutaneously injected, however, 
is sometimes indicated. Dr. Mendel speaks 
very highly also of chloral when a temporary 
sedative is required, since it is much quicker 
in its operation than morphia injection. The 
author has found in many cases of chronic 
melancholy thickening of the pia mater, com- 
bined with hyperemia of the brain. In many 
cases where morphia injection is usefal, symp- 
toms of pressure have been remarked by the 
author, such as slight paresis of the facial 
nerve, deviation of the tongue, of the uvala, 
and difference in the size of the pupils. 





Opium Culture in Tennessee. 

In a paper read at the late meeting of the 
American Pharmaceutical Association, Mr. 
Liutarp stated that imported seed was planted 
in the spring of 1871, with good success, large 
and vigorous plants being the result, while the 
flowers and capsules were unusually large. 
The seed is sown about the same time as oats, 
in soil prepared as for cotton. It is planted in 
drills; the young plants are thinned out to from 
four to six inches apart, and cultiyated simi- 
larly to cotton. Soon after the flowers drop 
off (this year it occurred in J abe), the capsules 
are cut horizontally, on one side, early in the 
morning. (The knife used resembles a cupping 
lancet.) The milky exudation coagulates 
rapidly, becoming first pale red, and then 4 
rich brown soft mass. The next morning itis 
scraped off and dried in the sun, and the fol- 
lowing morning the other side of the capsule is 
similarly ecarified. 
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Treatment of Chronic Bronchitis, 


Ata late clinic, referring to a stout phleg- 
matic woman of middle age, who had been ad- 
mitted for chronic bronchitis, Dr. Fuiter re- 
marked that in these cases treatment by ex- 
pectorants alone is often useless, The catarrhal 
state of the bronchi is frequently merely a 
symptom of systemic plethora, or of an un- 
healthy state of the secretions generally ; the 
bronchitic irritation being of a reflex char- 
acter. The so-called ‘‘asthmatical” patient 
usually suffers from more or less dyspepsia, 
accompanied by a torpid liver and sluggish or 
irregular bowels. In such cases, no impression 
can be made on the chronic bronchitis until 
the diet has been carefully regulated, the allow- 
ance of stimulants restricted, and the abdomi- 
nal organs relieved by some alterative aperient; 
indeed, in many cases these means are suffi- 
cient, without any special treatment of the 
local ailment, for which alone the patient 
sought advice. 





Lexicography of the Horse Disease. 


An extensive vocabulary has suddenly arisen 
in connection with the horse disease. It is 
variously called Horse influenza, Epihippic, 
Hippozymotic, Hippozootic, Hippo Grippe, 
Catarrhal fever, Typhoid Laryngitis, Lung 
fever, Hippo-malaria, Epyzooty, Equine influ- 
enza, Hippic distemper and Equine catarrhal 
affection. Out of this assortment, Philohippics 
may select the correct term. 





Effect of Sewer Gas. 
Investigation into the probable cause of the 


sickness which has just caused the closing of- 


the Rhode Island conference seminary, at 
Greenwich, R. I., has resulted in the discovery 
of a leak in the sewer, in the rear of a boarding 
house, caused by rats, by which a portion 
of the sink drainage was deposited under the 
rear of the house. 





° Notice—Commutations. 


Owing to some confasion in the business 
affairs of the office last spring, several subscri- 
bers who had sent us money for other journals 
were not attended to as they should have been. 
We therefore request all who have not received 
journals for which they had subscribed through 
us, to communicate with us in order that their 
claims can be satisfied. 
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Society Despotism—District Medical Society of 
Hudson County, N. J. 


Eps. MED. AND SuRG. REPORTER :— 


A few days ago a novel exhibition was pre. 
sented in the District Medical Society of Hud- 
son County, New Jersey. It was nothing less 
than the expulsion of twelve of the members by 
about twenty of their medical brethren. The 
crime alleged against those expelled was mem- 
bership in the Hudson County Pathological 
Society. This was an association of physi- 
cians, regular and well educated, whose object 
in meeting together was their mutual improve- 
ment in the sciences of pathology and medi- 
cine. They had adopted a constitution identi- 
cal in almost every respect with that of a 
similar organization in the City of New York; 
they had obtained a charter from the State 
Legislature, and had been represented by dele- 
gates at the last meeting of the American 
Medical Association in Philadelphia, the only 
meeting since their organization. In their list 
of honorary members were some names well 
known and honored throughout the country. 
Among the active members, besides the mem- 


bers of the District Society, were a number of 
respectable physicians from neighboring coun- 
ties, one of them a late president of the Medical 
Society of New Jersey. Among them, how- 
ever, was @ physician who, though regular and 
well educated, had three years ago been denied 
admission to the District Medical Society of 
Hudson County. The alleged ground for his 
ayeuen was some not very “oy breach 
of the code of medical ethics. There are many 
who believe that motives less worthy than the 
wish to elevate the standard of professional 
etiquette were at work, and that professional 


jealousy had much to do with his rejection. 


Twelve members, at least, of the Society, could 
not see that there was any disgrace in being 
members of a Society of which a rejected 
applicant to the Hudson County Society was 
alsoa member. This was the crime for which 
they were expelled, and proclaimed before the 
medical public outcasts and unworthy of confi- 
dence. 

It may be worth while to publish the partica- 
lars of this farce somewhat in detail, both as an 
act of justice to those whom an attempt has 
been made to injure, and to show how a few 
unscrupulous medical wire-pullers can make 
use of the machinery of a District Medical 
Society to accomplish their own selfish pur- 
poses. 

You may remember, Messrs. Editors, that a 
few years ago you received a peremptory order. 
from three or four of your subscribers, physi 
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cians of Hudson County, to “stop their paper.” 
The reason assigned for this serious demonstra- 
tion was their discovery of something in one of 
the articles recently published by you, which, 
from their elevated stand-point, seemed ‘‘ im- 
moral.” The article in question was a com- 
munication from a surgeon, giving an account 
of an operation performed by himself. You 
were somewhat surprised that the immorality 
of the communication should have entirely es- 
caped your notice, as well as that of all your 
subscribers, with the exception of the four 
virtuous physicians of Hudson County. Upon 
referring to your list of subscribers, you dis- 
covered that the exemplary four were the im- 
mediate neighbors of the surgeon who was the 
author of the article, and the suspicion very 
naturally arose in your mind, that professional 
jealousy, and not a high regard for morality, 
prompted the indignation of these medical 
. Pecksniffs. 

It may give a clue to the motives which 
actuated the Hudson County Medical Society 
in their late exploit, to state that these four 
physicians, with a few other kindred spirits, are 
the very individuals who are accused of consti- 
tuting a sane who manipulate the Hudson 
County Medical Society for their own pur- 
poses; and that the aspiring surgeon who was 
the author of the article to which we have 
alluded was also the one denied admission to 
their society, and the especial object of their 
benevolent discipline. This gentleman, wish- 
ing the recognition which the District Medical 
Society is bound to afford to all regular physi- 
cians within its limits, while asserting his inno- 
cence of any intentional violation of the code 
of ethics, nevertheless expressed a willingness 
to remain any reasonable length of time on 
probation out of the Society, providing he 
might then be admitted, if his conduct in the 
meantime had been deemed irreproachable. 
Though space for repentance has generally 
been supposed to be the privilege of every one, 
such was not accorded him. He was refused 
permission even to apply again for admission 
until a year should elapse. 

It next happened, in the course of events, 
that the rejected applicant became a member 
of a hospital staff, composed entirely, with this 
exception, of members of the District Society. 
The controlling clique in the Society, extend- 
ing the theory of contagion from pathology to 
medical ethics, assumed that the whole staff 
would become contaminated by the presence of 
one outside of their own particular medical 
fold, and called upon them to resign their 
positions in the hospital. The staff denied the 
justice of such a demand, and refused to accede 
toit. For this reason, and this alone, they 
were brought to a formal trial before the Soci- 
ety, upon the charge of “immoral and unpro- 
fessional conduct in serving upon the hospital 
staff.” If this wonderful trial could be pub- 
lished to the world in all its details, Macaulay’s 
Trial of Warren Hastings would probably be 
at once forgotten. A specimen brick must 
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answer for the whole structure. The presiding 
officer, for a part of the time at least, was one 
who had signalized his advent to Hudson 
County by a copious distribution of handbills 
from door to door, announcing his rare qualifi. 
cations for practice. The exquisite propriety 
of such a selection for a judge to decide points 
of medical etiquette, must be apparent. An 
injunction from the civil courts stopped all 
proceedings, and an appeal to the State Medi- 
cal Society brought the decision that no just 
cause for action had been shown. 

After the quiet rebuke from the State Soci- 
ety, it might be supposed that the Don Quixotes 
of the District Society would have afforded 
their jaded Rosinantes much needed rest. Like 
the punished boy, however, they blubbered 
“Tf Fean’t pinch my sister I will kick my little 
brother.” Fifteen members of the District 
Society were also members of the Pathological 
Society to which belonged the great rejected. 
How to inflict punishment upon those fifteen, 
for their association, became the next problem. 
A three-fourths vote of the Society was re- 
quired by the constitution, in order to inflict 
any punishment whatever. ‘The controlling 
clique, even by the most approved methods of 
wire-pulling, could not hope for more thana 
majority for any such purpose. The only hope 
was in an amendment of the constitution. 
This was accomplished after many months of 
tedious labor by the virtuous few, at meetings 
when they were present with few others who 
suspected the design. The constitution was 
first amended so that a majority vote could 
expel. Next, so that all trials should be con- 
ducted before a star-chamber, composed of the 
clique, under the sonorous title of ‘‘comitia 
minora,’ The Society at large could judge 
only from their report, and must necessarily be 
guided by their decision. In case an appeal 
should be made to the State Society for redress, 
some comfort could be derived from the cir- 
cumstance that one of the members of the 
‘*comitia,’’ was also a member of the standing 
committee of that body, to which all cases of 
appeal, by a new arrangement, are hereafter to 
be referred. How much real ground there may 
be for such consolation, remains to be seen. 

With a constitution thus t:nkered, the 
“‘comitia’” prepared for action. Fifteen of 
their medical brethren were summoned to ap- 
pear in their august presence, to ‘‘explain their 
conduct in respect to their connection with an 
association called the ‘‘ Hudson County Patho- 
logical Society.” Inasmuch as the ‘‘ comitia” 
could with just as much propriety request, them 
to explain their conduct in respect to their 
connection with any church to which they hap- 
pened to belong, the fifteen, with one or two 
weak-kneed exceptions, excused themselves 
from complying with the polite invitation. The 
indignant ‘‘comitia’’ decided that they were 
worthy of expulsion, and at a meeting of the 
District Society, when the accused had received 
no notice that their cases would be acted upon, 
when only those who had been privately in- 
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formed were aware of the desigo, when hardly 
more than a third of the members were present, 
and when no opportunity was afforded to one 
of the accused who happened to be present to 
defend himself, the expulsion took place. 

' Abundant proof can be furnished for all the 
particulars of this transaction, if any attempt 
should be made to deny them. The farce is 
designed, if it has any effect at all, to influence 
public opinion outside of Hudson County. 
Here the motive is well understood. It is the 
obstinate determination of a few to control 
for their own purposes the power associated 
with the name of District Medical Society. 
The late display of despotism was made with 
the hope of humbling a few who did not feel 
called upon to join the pack in howling at the 
heels of a single individual, whose claims to 
respect are certainly equal to those of many 
still in the fold of the District Medical Society 
JUSTICE. 


Stricture of Anus Cured by Immediate 
Dilatation. 


Eps. MED. AND SuRG. REPORTER: 


In looking over some of my old cases I find 
one which occurred in 1859, which I think pos- 
sesses some interest, and I transcribe it from 
my note book for you. 

The case was a little boy, of A.S., in his 
fourth year. The child had difficult defecation 
from birth, which event transpired in Lancaster 
county, Pa., under the care of a very distin- 
guished surgeon. As time wore on, the little 
patient fell under the notice of several physi- 
cians, and was subjected to Castor Oil, Senna 
and Manna, Calomel, etc., but without relief. 
As the child grew older, defecation became 
still more difficult. A day or two before I saw 
the little fellow, the family having removed to 
Ohio, he had eaten some cherries, with the 
seeds. Efforts were made, in my presence, to 
evacuate the bowels, and with terrible straining 
one of these seeds would be projected at a time, 
with nearly as much force and execution as a 
ball fired from a pop gun. The abdomen was 
distended till, in a sitting posture, it projected 
beyond the knees, and an offensive stench was 
emitted from the person. ‘The smell resembled 
@ much used and neglected privy. 

Suspecting an obstruction of some kind in 
the rectum, I introduced my finger, and about 
an inch and a half from the anus [ found a firm 
stricture, almost entirely occluding the bowel. 
Passing a small jawed nasal polypus a 
along my finger, ? forced the jaws through the 
stricture, and opening them forcibly in several 
directions, I thoroughly broke up the obstruc- 
tion. The patient immediately passed a large 
and offensive stool. Ina few days the bowels 
were emptied, the abdomen assumed its normal 
size, and the child, to the satisfaction of the 


Parents, was cured. 
: L. G. Haruey, M, D. 
Wooster, Ohio, Oct. 24, 1872. 
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A Physician Sued for Malpractice and 
Acquitted. 


The Winona (Minn.) Republican, Oct. 19, 
says:—The celebrated suit for $10,000 damages 
against Dr. Cross, of Rochester, for malpractice, 
in setting a boy’s arm, has resulted in favor of 
the doctor, and the plaintiff has to pay the 
costs. The facts of the case briefly are that 
the boy was turning on a horizontal bar, fell 
and broke his wrist. Dr. Cross was called, 
ye ” the arm P ealled the next day and 

ressed it again, doing it up in permanent 
splints. When he called on the third or 
fourth day—there is a slight dispute as to the 
time—he found mortification setting in, and 
accordingly had to amputate the hand. The 
plaintiff claimed that the mortification had 
been occasioned by the bandage being too 
tight on the arm, thus stopping the circulation 
of the blood. The doctor’s defence was that the 
injury to the wrist had obstructed the arteries, 
and was the cause of the mortification. The 
uniform testimony of the surgeons in attend- 
ance was that the operation had been per- 
formed in a skillful manner, and even the old 
physician of the family, who had _ been 
summoned from Wisconsin, gave the same 
opinion. Among the counsel for the defenee 
was Matt. Carpenter, of Wisconsin. His ad- 
dress to the jury was very brief. Judge Barber 
and ©. ©. Wilson, Esq., appeared for the 
plaintiff. 


Health of the City. 


At this particular time the city of Philadel- 
phia is in the enjoyment of extraordinary good 
health among its human inhabitants. -The 
mortality lists published, weekly by the Board 
of Health show a comparatively small number 
of deaths for a city with a population of seven 
hundred and fifty thousand. The deaths are 
about two hundred and fifty per week, or an 
annual average of sixteen in the thousand. 


Cyclopean Relics.’ 


At Sterling Run, Cameron county, Pa., re- 
cently, a number of human skeletons were ex- 
humed, together with an earthen pot and stove- 
pipe, supposed to be of Indian manufacture. 
One of the skeletons measured seven feet seven 
inches in length, and the others were propor- 


tionally large. 


A New University. 


A new University is to be opened on Novem- 
ber 1, at Klausenburg, the capital of Transyl- 
vania. The town already possesses a Medico- 
Chirurgical School; the teachers in which are 
to be the professors, in their respective sub- 
jects, in the faculty of Medicine. 
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Japanese Students. 


At the last examination in anatomy which 
was held at the University of Berlin, two can- 
didates alone, amongst the thirteen who pre- 
sented themselves, obtained the notice ‘‘good’’. 
One of these was a Japanese medical student 
called Sasumi Satoo. The intellectual labor 
and the amount of perseverance necessary to 
gain this success will be appreciated, when it 
is known that in November, 1869, the time 
when Sasumi Satoo was sent by his father to 
Berlin, he did not even know the German 
characters. The first five months he applied 
himself exclusively to the study of German; 
and he acquired, in the remaining six months, 
the knowledge of all the subjects, including 
Latin, which were required for the first exami- 
nation. The father of Sasumi is the principal 
physician to the Mikado, and enjoys, in Japan, 
great celebrity as an operator. 


Death from Bichloride of Methylene. 


A case of death from this new anesthetic is 
reported from the Middlesex Hospital, London. 
The patient was a stout, middle-aged man, suf- 
fering from fistula in ano. He inhaled only 
two drachms, and suddenly died. 


Dr. R. P. Marxuam, of East Longmeadow, 
Mass., who had been a great sufferer from hail, 
frost, and fire during the past three months, 
was surprised at his residence, on the twenty- 
fifth anniversary of his marriage, recently, by 
the visit of a crowd of friends, who presented 
to hima oy containing $1000, to aid in re- 
building his barn, and a valuable horse in 
place of one stolen some time since. His 
daughter and son also received handsome and 
valuable gifts. 


Tue Medical Society of the County of New 
York held their sixty-seventh annual meeting 
on Monday evening, Oct. 28th, for the election 
of officers, with the following result:—For Presi- 
dent, Dr. Ellsworth Eliot; Vice-President, Dr. 
Henry B. Sands; Recording Secretary, Alfred 
E. M. Purdy ; Corresponding Secretary, 
Frederick A. Castle; Treasurer, Joseph E. 
Janvren. 


Pror. Acassiz has been elected one of the 
eight foreign associate members of the French 
Academy of ;Sciences, to fill. the vacanc 
caused by the death of Sir Roderick Murchi- 
son. 


Intropuctory.—Professor Harrison Allen, 
M. D., delivered the introductory lecture to 
the regular course, at the Philadelphia Dental 
College, on Monday, Nov. 4. 


Srzamers for the Florida coast and the West 
Indies are crowded with invalids in search of 
winter sunbeams. 
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A FEMALE doctor in New York reports that 
she is treating four ladies suffering from the 
horse disease. 


Dr. Cyon has been appointed Professor of 
Physiology in the Medico-Chirurgical Academy 
of St. Petersburg. 


————~—ae-—_—_—__ 


MARRIAGES. 


y, Joseph 
Ohio, and Miss J 
ughter of Dr. and Mrs, J. C. Ewing, 


BaTTELSON—F'LETCHER.—Oct. 19, by Rev. Dr. J. 
Millett, Rector Church of Holy Martyrs, at his 
residence, George Battelson, M. D., of Fairfield, 
Conn., and Emily, hae 2 a? daughter of the late 
—— Fletcher, Esq., of Southover, Sussex, Eng- 

nd. 


CooreR—MgaARks.—Oct. 23, by Friends’ ceremony, 
Howard M. yg of Camden, N. J., and Alice 
* daughter of Dr. Benj. R. Mears, of Philadel. « 
phia. 

Evans—OLiIverR.—By Rev. G. Dorsie, Oct. 1, at 
the residence of the bride’s father, H. W. Oliver, 
Sr., Esq., Hazelwood, Pittsburg, Dr. C. Evans an 
Miss Maggie B. Oliver. 


Lyon—Lesourt.—At Middletown, Penna., Oct. 
15, by Rev. A. D, Mitchell, of Harrisburg, Edward 
Lyon, M. D., of Williamsport, Pa., and Miss Mary 
J. Lescure, of Middletown. 


Nogris—Browy.—In this city, Oct. 24, at the Ox- 
ford Presbyterian Church, by Rev. Frank L. Rob 
bins, Pasior, Dr, J.C. Norris and Mrs. Mary &., 
widow of the late Nathan Brown, and only daugh- 
ter of the late James Irwin. 


STRAWBRIDGE—BUTLER.—In Trenton, N.J., Oct. 
10, at the residence of Thomas 8S. Murray, Esq., by 
Rev. Dr. A. Shiras, of Philadelphia, James D, 
Strawbridge, M. D., of Danville, Pa., and Ellen 
ri oungest daughter of Steuben Butler, 
Esq., of esbarre, Pa. 


T10zE—PRovupFiT.—Oct. 2, at Sterling yaller. N.Y., 

by Rev. Amos C, Beach, D.D., Lewis Tice, M. D., of 

New York, and Miss H. Elizabeth Proudfit, daugh- 

= of the late Alexandor Proudfit, of Sterling Val- 
ey. 

Witson—MvurpHey.—Oct. 17,in the Upper Octo 
rara Church, by the Rev. J.J. Pomeroy, assisted 
by the Rev. James M. Orowell, D. D., Mr. William 

ilson, of New York City,and Miss Kate Mur- 
phey, second daughter of Andrew Murphey, M.D., 
of Parkesburg, Pa. 


of Pataskal 
Ewing, only 


DEATHS. 


Anprews.—At Perth Amboy, N. J., Oct, 17, Solo- 
mon Andrews, M.D., in the 67th year of his age. 


Hensouet.—Charles Henschel, M. D., at Zurich, 
pA Ae a art September 18, Late of Néw York 

y. 
Inwin.—Oct, 16, James Hervey Irwin, M. D., at 
his late residence, No. 193 Broome street, New 
» Conn., at the resi- 


York, age: 46 years. 
KittTRrper.—In Glastonbu 
dence of his son, Rev. J. E. Kittredge, Josiah 
Kittredge, M. D., late of Montclair, N.J., aged 79 
years. 

RicHarps.—At Orange, N. J., Oct, 28, Lucine 
Amelia, only daughter of Dr. George W. and Ame- 
lia Richards, aged 4 years and 8 months. 


Stanton.—At New Brighton, Pa., Oct. 13, in Pe 


thirteenth year of his age, Charles W. Stanton, 
son of Lydia M. and the late Dr. David Stanton. 





